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Month-long House of Prayer opens its 
doors to the community  
At 34 Erie St.  
 
Feb 2, 2007 
Tori Sutton More from this author 

 
Yesterday, the Stratford House of Prayer opened its doors, 
doors that will remain open 24 hours a day until the end of the 
month. 

The new initiative has seen the former Century Spa location, 
at 34 Erie St., transformed into a house of prayer. Organized 
by members of numerous churches in the area, the local 
house of prayer follows models already established 
throughout the world.  

"At this point in time there are over 300 cities across the Earth 
that are running houses of prayer," said John Bootsma, a 
member of the organizing committee and the senior pastor at 
Jubilee Christian Fellowship.  

"From the very beginning our vision was to establish a night 
and day house of prayer in the city."  

It is the committee's goal to have at least one person praying 
at the house around the clock, every day of the week. 
Individuals and groups can log on to 
www.stratfordhouseofprayer.org to book times to participate.  

Though booking a prayer time is encouraged, organizers say 
any person, a member of any congregation or any 
denomination, is welcome at all times.  

"It doesn't mean people can't just come in off of the street," 
said Bev Leclair, committee member. "It's open for anyone to 
come at any time."  

Children are welcome to participate and plans include a 
healing room. The committee is confident word will quickly 
spread about the house of prayer, with participants coming 
back with friends and family.  

While this month's house of prayer is the first time 24/7 prayer 
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A steering committee has been busy 
organizing the Stratford House of Prayer, 
which officially opened its doors yesterday. 
Members of the committee, from left, include 
Bev Leclair, John Bootsma and Bob 
Strugnell. Participants will spend February 
praying 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
at 34 Erie St.  
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has been held in the city, a daily house of prayer has been 
held at Jubilee since September of 2004. Over Christmas, 
Bootsma said he realized a full-time house of prayer could be 
a reality.  

"Even at the mention of it people embraced it and it was met 
with a lot of excitement," said Bootsma. "I'd like to say it was 
really something that was in God's heart that if we take time to 
listen, we begin to hear this is something He wants to partner 
with us to do."  

A steering committee was quickly formed, with its nine 
members meeting every Wednesday throughout January.  

The initiative comes on the tail of a successful year for the 
local council of churches, which held its first mayor's prayer 
breakfast in 2006. City council also passed a resolution at the 
Jan. 22 meeting proclaiming February as a month of prayer in 
the city.  

"That's exciting to see the mayor and council agree 
unanimously," said Bob Strugnell, committee member.  

"It's taken flight and we don't know where the wind has blown. 
It's flying together quicker than we can imagine, the Holy 
Spirit's hand is heavily upon us."  

Though the first month of round-the-clock prayer has just 
begun, the committee is confident the initiative will continue, 
though it may not be a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week affair.  

"I really believe in the sense of unity that will take place and 
the recognition," said Bootsma. "God is going to respond to 
the prayers of His people and we're going to see some great 
responses in the city."  

 
 

• Stratford-based company producing 
docudrama on Irish Famine immigrants 
• City Deaths 
• St. Michael students holding benefit 
concert 
• Central United Church presenting play to 
celebrate Valentine's Day 
• Community Foundation hands out 11 
grants 
• Board approves lighting upgrade for 2 
local schools 
• Over $770,000 raised during 2006 United 
Way campaign 
• MPP announces drivers' licensing office to 
re-open temporarily 
• No date set for pesticide ban 
• Several businesses closing, relocating 
• CitySites 
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